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September 14, 1990

Ms. Ellen Greeney

Community Relations Coordinator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (6H-MC)
1445 Ross Avenue

Dallas, Texas 75202-2733

‘Dear Ms. Greeney:'

. .The Arkwood Superfund site in Omaha, Arkansas, is located
within my district. I have followed the course of the Arkwood
site’s progress with strong interest. Until recently, the
predominant attitude among the affected constituents seemed to be
general interest in seeing the final results of the site studies,
mixed with a small dose of frustration over the length of time
consumed by the Agency Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study
process. Recently, however, constituent attitudes have changed
dramatically. : s

L : Oon July 16, 1990, EPA Region. VI released a proposed plan which .
calls for on-site incineration of all of the affected materials at .
the Arkwood site. This proposal for on-site incineration of all
affected materials came as quite a shock to my constituents and
me. It is my understanding that EPA personnel had stated in a
public meeting in February 1990, only a few months before
announcement of the Agency’s proposed plan, that there was very
little chance of on-site incineration being proposed for the site.

I was home in my district during the Labor Day recess. During
this visit, many of my constituents contacted me and expressed
concern over the proposal for total on-site incineration. It is
my impression that local opposition has grown steadily since the
public meeting. The local concerns have focused, in particular,
on the fact that the Arkwood site is located in a valley Jjust C
below a public school which serves both the city of Omaha and the
surrounding ‘unincorporated areas. Now that the school year has
begun, I expect that opposition to on-site incineration will mount
further.
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It is important for you to realize that the opposition to
EPA’s plan for on-site incineration includes virtually all of the
leaders and public officials in the local area. Resolutions have
been adopted by the Omaha City Council and the Boone County Quorum
Court. Petitions have circulated within the community, all
opposing the plan for on-site incineration. Enclosed are copies
of several representative news clippings and a letter from the
Omaha School District expressing concern with the plan. What the
residents and local leaders seem to be saying is that EPA should
reconsider its proposed plan and, at a minimum, further explore
every available alternative before subjecting the community to a
lengthy program of hazardous waste incineration just down the
hillside from the town of Omaha and the local public school.

EPA’s Proposed Plan of Action indicates that concern about
risks posed by possible sink-hole formation led to rejection of
some of the on-site land disposal options and a decision to
support on-site incineration. Certainly, I understand this
concern. However, I and the citizens of the area are also con-
cerned about risks of contamination associated with incinerator
operation, particularly in the event of a failure in the operation
of this complex technology. We want to be certain that other land
disposal options, perhaps at nearby sites where there is a lower
threat of sink-hole formation, should be fully evaluated.

I believe that my constituents’ requests for reconsideration
of EPA’s proposed plan and for further evaluation of alternatives
to on-site incineration are reasonable. I ask that this letter
and the enclosures be made a part of the formal public record
regarding the remedy selection for the Arkwood site. I also ask
for your assurance that the essentially unanimous views of my
constituents be accommodated to the maximum extent allowed by the
applicable laws and regqulations and to the extent consistent with
the health and safety of the community.

Your assistance in this matter would be very much appreciated.
With highést regards,
Sincerely, b
EE JOHN PAUL HAMMERSCHMIDT
Member of Congress

JPH:grc , : }
Enclosures '
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Boone JPs Adopt
MMI Resolution

By Jeoff Dezort
Of the Times Staf
‘The Boone County Quorum Court
went on record Monday night to
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency's plan to incinerate

contaminated soils at the Omaha

Superfund Site.

The resolution, prepared after last
month's visit by Frank Conner, pres-
ident of Mass Merchandisers Inc.,
supports the compaoy's cleanup
plan over EPA’s incineration plan.

Counner told the JPs that the EPA’s
proposal is the “most extreme and
expensive method it could -have
taken.”

The EPA has proposed a $16 mil-
lion plan under which all soil conta-
minated by pentachloropheno! and
dioxin be incinerated over a period
of two years at the former wood

treating plant. MMI would bear the

full cost of the

Mass Merchandisers, which once
operated the plant, has countered
with 8 $4.1 million plan in which the
most beavily contaminated soil
should be shipped out for incinera-
tion and the rest would be piled

* together on the site and covered with

a multi-layer cap.

The EPA is accepting public com-
ment on the plan until Sep. 14, and
EPA won't announce a final deci-

sion oo s cleanup method until #t .

congiders commeats from the publ-
ic. Any comments to EPA should be

sent to Ellen Greeney, Superfund

Community Relations Coordmnm
U.S. EPA — Region 6, 1445 Ross
Avenue, Dallas, Tex. 75202-2733.

JP Dr. W.P. Ashford reiterated
Monday his concerns that EPA
oould make the site a regional toxic
waste incineration point as it is
located along the Union Pacific ruil-
way. Concerns have also been
voiced sbout the site’s close proxim-
ity to the Omaha school. -

In the cnly other vote taken during
the 30-minute aesanon. uz court
approved an ion ordi-
n:noexeleasmg 879 for the coun-
ty’s participatioo in the Downtown
Harrison -Association’s Christmas
Light promm and $1,300 for the
transport rental storage of v
mxmmmdypmmb;d&s
county’s Hlection Commission,

The Downtown Association
recentlvy contractad with Dalla

is $2,370.50, with each buil
owner participating. The comj
was in Harrison ‘Monday,
. Treasurer Ben|Dodson repc
Mu:eeoumygenenlﬁmdbal.
(See,Boone on Pag

Birdé’ Roost:
Rile Citizens

Thousands of black birds con
ing to roost i the trees ar
busbes on Kimes Hill in a nort!
eastem section ot‘ Harrison h
goone oo long enough.mdm
dents have asked the city f
some relief |

Mayor Dan Hamness contacte
the U.S. Department of Agricu
ture and was put in touch wil
Jeff Jones of the Division of An
mllDanugeComml Jooes wi

emmthnmmmm_xu

'nlebitdshavevisiteddrmx
the past three years, but never it
such numbers, Jones said. The)

y inbabited the
m«’ﬁam@m avenue

eastward to the uea near Silve:
Valley Road. ;

I B
Three Youth:s
Questioned



Home Owned
" Independent
. Evening
Newspaper

VOLUME 114—NO 213

No Local Support for Arkwood Site Incineration®

By w
Of the

Shiras
es Stalf

The federal Environmental Protection -

Agency's proposal to burn contaminated soil
allhcAtkwoodSuperf\mdanenenOmaha
for two years drew mild opposition from
three neighbors Wednesday and “sdamant™
opposition from Mass Meschandisers, Inc.,
wlnchnmdstomuvetheswmlhondu

tab.

'Ihefotmerwooduemnemphmhconn- B

minated with pentachloraphenol and low
levels of dioxin and the EPA wants to incin-
ememotelhmZOOOOwbucymdsofcom-

"The EPA won'i snnounce a final decision
on a clean-up method until it considers com-
meats from Wednesday 's public bearing and

s
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HARRISON, ARKANSAS—JULY. 26,

wiitten comments that it receives by Aug. 15.
The hearing st the Omaha Schools Wed-
nesday was atiended by about 50 persoas.
Omaha Mayor Jake Amold said residents
were concemed that incinerator “fumes will
ﬁllempltmtothewboolmdwedonlbel
safe with that.”
Leroy Bdwards and Charles Dugan

Mass Merchandisers President Prank Coo-
ner said hig company, which last operated the
plant and has paid for contamination studics,
would run water lines from the Omaha water

system to Atkwood area residents as fast 88

poasihle.
" He said it Would also monitor New Clicket
Spring as the company and the EPA had
agreed. .

@ Times Publishing Company, inc.

But be said the company’s $4.1 million
plan for off-site incineration of the most con-
taminated 50il and putting the rest undet a
multi-layer cap on the site was “just as effec-
tive” a3 the 318 million EPA plan.

“In our experts’ opinion, the additional
millions that would be spent under EPA's
proposal would not provide any extra protec-
tion for buman health or the eavironement of

‘the Omaha community,” be said.

“We are concerned about the effects o the
community from operating a hazardous
waste incinerator st the site,” he ndded.

*“Ttds schoolhouse is just

from the old treating plant,” Conner said.

“We all know how the valleys in this area can
fill with smoke.”

Garry Bondy of the EPA said there was a

"~ ER——
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“misconception™ about how much smoke
would result from the incineration.
There will be “very little™ air contamina-
tion after the material is bumed and the
resulting gases are reburned and further fil-
tered, be said.
He said the air would be mouitored at the

~site and o the school during incineration.

Rose Bimingham asked who would pay
ber city waser bill since she now can’t use her

wem.Bondy:ﬁdﬂnBPAwmld“goMlo i

the office and discuss who would pay.”
Gene Tumey asked if the cieanup would
provide jobs for local residents. Bondy said
naffing would be governed by. Superfund
cleanup regulations.
'l\nmynlsoukedhowlon;nwouldbe
before the cleanup started.

‘T‘mﬁg Thursd;y
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Bondy replied that it was “typically on the
order of years” afier the EPA selects a clea-
nup method before the agency reaches an
aywnemwnhﬂ:e“pmwmllyreq)umhle
partics” and the cleanup begins.

Arkwood, owned by Hallie Ormond and
operated by Omond and his soo-in-in-law,
Jim Grisham, began treating wood st the site
in the early 1960s.

In 1973, MmMauhndhenlusedlmd
continued 0 operate it until 1984, In 1985,
the EPA added the site to its Sueprfund prog-
ram and cleanup studies began.

When McKesson Corp. bought Mass Mer-
chandisers, it aunounced that it had agreed to
pay-up-to-$2-million and set-aside-an addi--
tional 880003buuofucxmnodw
help cover “environmental liabilises™
Arkwood.
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‘Omaha Board
Says Agamst
Incineration

OMAHA — The Omaha School
Board voted unanimously at its
board meeting Monday night, Aug.
20, to oppose the EPA’s on-site
incineration of contaminants at the
Arkwood site. .
Board members said they felt that
the burning of hazardous materials
only one-fourth mile southwest of
Omaha school and the town of Oma-
ha may not be the proper solution for
cleanup of the site.
Superintendent David Land noted
that the Arkwood site is “downwind
" from the school, thus buming this
material for two years would cer-
- tainly cause the smoke and some
pollutants to reach the school and
citizens of Omaha.”

It was stressed that the board is not

'opposing the cleanup but only feels
that other methods should be

explored more dmwghly befor,
such a decision is made. \

I:.and said they felt that other alter-
natives might include soil washing

onsite or removing the contaminated
dirt from the area.

The board instructed the supenn-
tendent to write th EPA, Cong. John

Paul Hammerschmidt, Sen. David

Pryor and Sen. Dale Bumpers and
inform them of their opoosition to’
incineration at the Arkwood site.

The board also encouraged pat-;
rons in the Omaha district to write'

letters and sign petitions opposing

incineration. Concerned persons

may pickup or sign a petition at the-
Omaha school office.

—— e b
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-Lanny Fausett, Vice President Box 249 .
Joy Fong, Secretary 2 7 1900 Randy Center
Tony Bames * Omaha, Arkansas 726620249 AUB ¢ ° Secondary Principal

Terry Roe - : Telephone: , — John L. Barron
(501) 426-3366 @ Elementary Principal

August 21, 1990

Congressman John Paul Hammerschmidt
2207 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
United States House of Representative
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Hammerschmidt:

I am writing you to express the concerns of the Omaha
School board to the Environmental Protection Agency's
proposal to incinerate the contaminants at the Arkwood
site. The board voted unanimously to oppose this
solution. They feel that other alternatives should be
explored before this final decision is made.

The Arkwood site is located only one-quarter mile
southwest and down wind from the Omaha School and the
town of Omaha. Burning of this material so close to
the school and community would surely cause smoke and..
some polutants to reach these locations. There must be
other alternatives such as soil washing on site or
removing the contaminated dirt from the area that would
be more suitable in this situation.

We are reqguesting your assistance, along with Senator

David Pryor and Senator Dale Bumpers, to study this
EPA proposal on behalf of the students and patrons of

the Omaha School District.
Sinegsrely,
<

David E. Yand
Superintendent

 DEL:dd
cc: Ellen D. Greeney

Community Relations Coordinator
U.S.E.P.A.

Senator Dale Bumpers | RECEI VED

"Senator David Pryor
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